‘The AUSTIN A9

16 LUXe(witn Automatic’

Transmission)

Two-Pedal Control and Over-80 m.p.h. Performance
Offered by a Roomy and Competitively Priced Car

FFERING many of the most attrac-

tive virtwes of a big car, the Austin

AD3 15 a model which cleverly avoids

many of the lmitations which make pur-
chase of a big car impracticable for large
numbers of motorists, Genuinely roomy
and with exceedingly comfortable furnish-
ing, ithas the fast and effortless gait which
sroall cars find hard to imitate. On the
ather hand, its overall width is conveniently
moderate for narrow  country  lanes or
crowded city traffic, its overall length is
not 80 great a2 to exagperate the problems
of parking and garage space, and it sells at
a price which bears comparizon with much
mare starkly utilitartan models. Including
the purchase tax charged in Britain, the
tested version with a fully automatic trans-
mission and de luxe equipment zells for
little rnore than £1,200, and acceptance of
2 simplified specification allows the same

In Brief

Price (including outomatic gearbox and
de luxe equipment, os tested) £810 plus
purchase tax £406 Ts. 0d. equals
£1,216 75, 0d.

Price with synchromesh gearbox and
without de luxe equipment (including
purchase tax), £998 175, 0d.

Capacity e 283 e,

Unladen kerb 'm::_th: 2T cwrt,
Acceleration:
20-40 m.p.h. in Drive range 4.4 sec.
0-50 m.p.h. through gears 133 sec.
Maximum direct tnp gear
H&mdknt ?L‘Lm 1l}|.14
imum i
“Haxumﬁcw . 827 m.:..h.

Touring fuel mmumpt]nn e 230
Gearing: 19.8 m,p.h. in top gear at 1.&
r.pme; 339 moph. at 1,000 ft./min.
piston speed.

bazsic car to be obtained for lezs than £1,000,

Improved to an extent so large that it
should really be judged 25 a new model,
the Austin A5 nevertheless has behind it
the factory's experience with the A%
which was introduced in October 1954
Engine power has gone up, the wheelbasze
haz been lengthened, and much improved
appearance as well as higher speed and
greater roorminess have been secured, but
the relationship to an earlier model re-
mains close enough to suggest immunity
from teething troubles,

In an age of close-coupled saloons with
limited rear-seat headroom and legroom,
the genuine spaciousness of this meodel

requires emphasis. A driver with really
bﬂllmmad;ustthtdnwngmxm
make himself truly at ease, and even then
the amount of kneeroom available for back
scat passengers remains adeguate.  Fear-
seat headroom is well above average, foot-
rooin in the rear compartment is ample,
and overall width at both front and rear is
enough to make three-abreast seating truly
practicable even if not to inwvite it as a
regular practice, Behind thisspacious body,
quite a big luggage locker (unobstructed
by the spare wheel) has a low-loading fat
floor, and at the front of the body a full-
width parcel shelf below the facia panel
supplements a rather shallow lockable
cubby-hole. The Lid of this cubby hole
opens flat to serve asa picnic table,

With a raised compression ratio since
last year, but still a single carburetter in
contrast to the two carburetters of the
faster A105 model, the 2.6-litre six-cylin-
der Austin enginé now develops substan-
tially more power without becoming in any

way fusay or temperamental. On the
nicely chosen rear axbe ratio which goes
with the automatic fransmission, we re-
cordieda timed maximum speed of 92 m.p.h.
{a clear 5 mip.h. Improvement upon our
last test of an A%, 80 m.p.h., which
represents fractionally ower 4,000 r.p.m.
being a reading which appears quietly and
almost uminvited on the near-accurate
when one is driving at less
than full throttle on open roads, It is not
unfair to say that the A95's willingness to
run Fast contributes to an overall fuel con-
sumption of only 20 m.p.g. being recorded
despite a demonstrable ability to give
244 m.p.g. when cruising at 60 m.p.h. on
level going. At low speeds the madel sub-
mitted for test was not altogether silent,
our impression being that some minor
fault such az a loose silencer baffle had
developed i the exhaust system.

Two-Fedal Driving

Our test car was fitted with the very
attractive optional extra feature of a fully-
automatic  transmission,  coOmMprising  a
hydraulic torque converter, and a three-
speed epicyclic gearbox operating in
accordance with car speed and throttle
opening. It cannot be doubted that such
very creditable figures az acceleration from
rest to 50 m.ph, in 13,3 seconds could be
bettered by an expert driver using the
alternative 4-speed synchromesh gearbox,
the high rotary inertia of the torgque con-
verter obwviousty taking some “‘snap’’ out
of the car's getaway, For the normal
miotorist whe rarely operates a gear lever
in the manner neccssary to get ulmost



The AUSTIN A95

de Luxe

performance, however, this transmission
gives very brisk performance without cver-
revving of the engine, in response to simple
pressure upon the accelerator pedal. The
automatic transmission shows up to greater
advantage on steep hills than in accelera-
tion on the level, pulling the fully laden car
smocthly. and briskly away from rest on a
1 in 4 hairpin correr where by no means
every car will find both the tractive effort
and the wheelgrip to make a re-start,
Mecelerated away from rest at full throttle
the test model changed up from 1st to 2nd
gear at 34 m.p.h, and went into top gear
at 57 m.p.h. The highest cruising speed at
which pressing the accelerator down to the
flooe weuld cause & change down from top
to 2nd gear was 50 m.p.h, Extra coominess
and much enhanced appearance are by no
means the sole advantages which have
acerued from the lengthened wheelbase of
thiz model, which also sits down on the
road in a much more confident manner

AMPLE legroom and headroom remain in the rear compart-
ment with virtually ony setting of the individually adjustable
front seats. Fixed armrests on the doors, and folding central
armrests, are provided in both front and rear compartments,

than did its predecessors. With the same
5041  distobution of unladen weight
between front and rear axles as previously,
it meverthebess contrives to escape from the
former AO0 model’s tendency to spin the
inside rear wheel if accelerated whilst still
comering. In no sense a sports car, thiz
masdel shows a restrained degree of roll and
tyre squeal if cormered really hard, but
behaves excellently within the range of
normal driving and holds naturally to its
course on straight and  almost-straight
roads, Meeding anly 3} turns from lock to
Iock, the steering has a large and well-
placed wheel, and whilst nat light during
low speed manoeuvres the steering is never
&0 heavy as to embarrass a lady driver.
Tl'ﬂrtl'.sml.ib:wch:ltelr-mirq action,
but the top of the big steering wheel can
come inta the line of vision of a short-
bodied driver.

The “big car" air of this model is partly
a resalt of its riding characteristics, for

IMPROVED performance including a top

mimm ralsed

m Low loading

and the rear doors have safety catches which can be set to
prevent them being opened accldentally by children.

whilst the rade is not as smooth as in some
modern cars: (perhaps becaise of sturdily
heavy #huﬁdb‘:ﬂﬁinﬂmﬁuﬁwm-
sprung weight), the moderately firm springs
seern able to cope with any surface and any
load without strain, the suspension certain-
by being at its best in fast main-road run-

65 m.p.h., orginating apparently in the
front wu.pémiun although not producing
kick in the steering, but the front wheels
not been individually balanced a0
rﬂ.dy cure for this,
the automatic transmission does
se of Ind pear to assist the
IEs. but only 1st gear
mit of 35-40 m.ph, the

eed of over 90 m.p.h.

ression ratio in Léelitre six-cylinder

on ta a flat figor is a feature of the I
the tools hdving theirown shelf above the Ti-—gqll-on l'ud%‘;




need for ample braking power on this over-
90 m.p.h. model is accentuated. With
188 sq. in. of lining area, In drums of
11-inch internal diameter which almast fill
the 15-inch road wheels, few owners will
find any cause for complaint, although a
tendency for the rear wheels to lock before
maximum front braking effort has been
applied increases somewhat when repeated
hard applications have warmed wp the
front brakes. For ordinary retardation,
very 1aoderate pedal pressures suffice and
the braking is completely smooth. Some-
what hidden behind the steering wheel,
the pull-put handbrake proved properly
effective.

Beference has already been made to the
comfortable driving position, and whilst
the facia panel (which like the edge of
the parcel shelf now has its top padded
with leather-covered rubber) iz less tidy
than some, the spacing and varied nature
of the minor controls avoid risk of con-
fusion between them after dark—tiny lights
g‘lcrwmalmwlintpnmumuu&'tlurhmr.
choke, screen wiper and panel lighting
controls as soon as the ignition is switched
on. There is & good ashtray on the facia
panel, and two ashtrays behind the front
seats which by their fragility and prosimity
to the knees of passengers cry out for re-
designing. The hom ring also was un-
reliable in action on the test car, and we
found it wiser to use the central button.
The big rear window made reversing easy,
and a big rear-view mirror also took full
advantage of it.

A minor annoyance on the test car which
might be accentuated in winter weather
was the incompatibility of the fast idle
provided by the choke with an automatic
transmission, half a minute of warming up
bemgm.ma!lowhd&dmmh:;mﬂmﬂ
almost home  before  attempting  to

e e

!-FI.GA.D and curved, the rear window is big tnuﬂ.lgh to make ravar:ing easy.
Direction signal flashers have amber lenses, spaced apart from the red stop
and tail lamps.

manoeuvre the car in confined spaces.
Somewhat sudden response to initial meve-
ment of the throttle meant that rather
delicate use of the right foot was needed
to “inch” the car along really smoothly
in stop-go traffic.

Apart from foglamps and windscreen
washing sprays, the A95 de-luxe mloon has
very full and practical equipment. The
interior heater and screen de-mister has its
top so that it does not obstruct access to
the engine, and for really hot weather there

is a by-pass around the heater element .

as well as a water tap. The instrument

panelnmmmd.hfrmtorl}edﬁm.

carries the speedometer, fuel level, oil
pm:mrem:lmohn:mpﬁﬂmmuml

mwdndnﬁmmm end of their travel
before stopping.  The fAashing turn indica-

tors have amber lenses which cannot be
eonfised with the stop lamps, and the side-
lamps are on the wing where they can be
uenhjr{but.donntduzh}ﬂmdnvn‘
Folding armrests are provided on the in-
dividual front seats as well as at the centre
of the rear seat. The interior rooflight,
which operates as soon as a front door is
opened, also has a switch on it accessible
from any seat in the car.
Whilst petrol rationing has  during
uﬂunmn}umnmnumdpubhcm
yrpon samall cars, it cannot be doubted
lm&mnmdm:wbhrﬂm,ofwhm
pufom‘nnneyetmmnabhmprnualm
mmhm&dﬂlmrﬁwwrﬂ
maodel, with options in respect of equip-
ment and transmission type, the Austin
factory seems likely to claim a very wide
glice of the market, both in Britain and in
other parts of the world.

Specification

Ergine
Cylinders ... )
i T34 s,
Surokd ... ﬂ' M-
Cusbic capacity
Pis'bnﬂ area
Cnmpru;mﬁ n
Carburetter Zeaith 42 IS hﬁﬁ
Fuped m
Ignition timing contral Clrrlrrlugﬂ.l
Ol filter ... o Full-l'lnw
P'Iw: el ¥ 9T b.Rup.
4,500 r.pm,
F‘ulm speed ot max, b.h.p. Tage ﬁ.ﬁiﬂ
Trammiziion
Chutch Fhaid me
Tup gEar . am

; {# rlwpel.n'u.un lnrwmrsm 1251H
51
: W m.mmtm m. 1?9._33

Rirvverse
with ll’l-:lwlrmm lur\qwn:wsm 16.9)
P‘mper:cr . Dpen with reedie-raller

Firal drive Hypald hizwi'l 43
Top goar m.p.h. uli.m FLpLm. - 1l[3.6
Top gear m.p.h, ot 1,000 ft./min.
piston speed T o 39
Chaszis
Hrokes Girl ?I'nt_'.ﬂﬂr|:|7‘|lll|.‘.I 1 1.5, front

bn, w2 im,

revengicns. 1

3L ﬂﬂ-iq in.

h ik Independent by el
rant .. it Springs
4 and withbones
Rear .. Semi-gbliptic leal springs and
anti-rall torsicn Bars
Shock absorbers Laver-arm hydraulic
Seeering gear Cam ord pag
Tyres co D5 {tusbelecs)

Coachwork and Equipment

Mot provided on cars

On right of enging
bipod, bevel-geared

with au
g ..
"Stesdrin

W‘{’“'ﬂ"w'm Irteries keater Fresh alr type.
Exterior Iiahu_: 2 headlamps, 1 sidelampl. wiith screen de-mitlers
2 stopfail lamps, number plate lomg Car ratdie ... e Dprional extra
DNwhb'l‘l' of ebectrical fuses... e Twa Extros aveilable Radio, screen washers,
Ambser
irecticn indicators E e i
Windicreen wipsrs ...  Twine blq:le electri pv.c. on nm-weurm? wurfoces
weif parking Fhpar _lu vl:nrpi'l:
‘Wimdscreen washers Extra Exterior “standardized.
Sy wizors ... .. Two, unl ity pavted m&uun.mmthmlw wlnum
Iratruments: Speedometer with decimal trip Mmbmt sdhm Sarme
distarce recorder, fuel contents gouge, ol hmmg‘:dt
sre gouge, coslant thermameter, clock. mwlmwm vn, A0S
ing  Teghits: Dﬁm chorge, b Twinecarbunetier enging i samo
main direction indicators h-:ul: nw
Maintenance
Sump ... 12 pints, SALE. 30 Sparking plug trpe ... MEB
{nﬂw !'rmnn-g.. SAE. m Baneg- 14 mm.
Sparking plug gag . 005 im
mmwgtmmmr: \futvudm: inhl.ws'htdq and closs
Jnmmqumsm #5* g hd.c: exhoust opens #0* bbad.e. and
adding further 5 pints). T:hm1¢"qt.vdu ey
Rear awde 3pﬁ'|‘ls_.d$.ﬁ.E 90 mwm_n b nﬂi:ﬂ‘
Steering gear lubricant S.AE. 90 gear oll Front shesl toe-in ... i
Craling system capacity 2 de plm:; C’“’“:b"" Sl e i *‘?_
Chassis fubrication ... 1_&%“% Tyre w Fmﬂé.mr{mr 5 lh}
thon timl 5* fter t.d.c. statk type and i
Mpﬁ- Q040,016 in. it W 12-voit, 51 mJM

Lochs:
With ignition tion, hugpagpe
mlaur petr\;?l'lhr cap, mﬂﬂ'ﬂ"‘ frent door

With ather k & Glovn bt
Glove lockers . e on facia, with lid
Hmwm T One below facia PWNW

" g behind rear seat

Ashtrays One front, :wmmnr
ereor lights i Ot in ook, with
i = courtesy switchat n-n?-mt doors,




Make: Austin Type: ASS de-luxe (with automatic transmission)
Makers: Austin Motor Co. Ltd,, Longbridge, Birmingham.

Tes‘t Dat& T“lﬁ:_ﬁin{;‘?

CONDITIOMNS: Weather - Mild and dry with
light breere. {Temperature 47°—&1°F., Barometer
301—30.2 in. Hg)  Sorfoce: Smooth tarred
macadam and concrete.  Fuel: Premiom.-grade pumg
petred, opprox. 95 Regearch Method Octane Ratmig.

i

INSTRUMENTS 13 “ h ' T . e
Speedometer at 30 m.p h s e 1 slow f i M = = {
gpnﬁqmuw at gg m.:p.l":. TE o :g.“' l[:t & -’/ M e

peedometer at 30 m.p.h, a5 b i ’ ND CLE ™ ol T ]
Distance recarder - il T “;ufitﬁ- : GHGU___AMN.I:E J—

t SCALE |50 ¢ = e 1 e ALSTIN ARS

WEIGHT - e
Kerb weight (untadon, but with il

coclant and fuel for :p:._r::. 0 Milﬂui i?!;wl.
Fronefrear discribution rb weight 41 )
Weight laden i rested .. .. .. Mowe SEAT TO ROOF 41 FLOOR TO ROGF 4"

SCREEM FRAME TO FLOOR 43° SEAT TO ROOF &'
HMAXIMUM SPEEDS
Mean of flying laps of banked circuit 920 m.p.h,
Best one-way timed {-mile on straight 93.7 m.p.h,

“Maximile Speed ™ ("I'imld quarger mile afver
one mile sccelorating from rest)

Mean of faur opposite runs i 57,7 m.p.h.

Best one-way Life equals v Bl mph

Speed in Gears (Automatic change-up speeds at
Tull throteie)

Max., speed in st gear | <X, g

Max. speed in Ind gear || = o 5T mph,

FUEL COMSUMPTION

31.0 m.p.g. 2t constant 30 m.p.h. on level.

29.5 m.p.g. at constant 40 m.p.h. on level,

7.0 rm.p.g. at constant 50 m.p.h, on level.
4.5 m.p.g. ot constant 60 m.p.h, on level,

110 m.p.g. at somstant 70 m.ph. on level,

18.5 m.p.g. at convtant BY m_p b, on level,

Overall Fuel Consumption for 10590 miles, 54.5
gallons, equals 200 mup.g. (7.7 litres/100 km.)

Touring Fuel Gm-msbhn (m.p.g. at steady
ipead midway batween 30m.p.h, and maximum, ACCELERATIOM TIMES from seandstill ACCELERATION TIMES in “Drive"” rangs
desz 5% allowance for acceleration), 3.1 m.p.g. eFmpb: .. ., .. .. Elsse 030 m puh.. . pLary v 3fsec

Fil ke capacity (makis Sgore) 46 olons., O mal o 0 S0 o Sdme  IGOMEK. o ot o ok e

SEhmph,. G0 G L U MAdeee 048mak.. .. e e e B

STEERIMG o-80mph, . L e e 189500 I0-50 m.ph, .. .1 = e ve. TudEec,

Turning circle batween kerbs oM mph, |, = & oo dBbsec. 4060 moph, . i dl we ae BT

!F'lf:?u" T e g?}: B80mph L0 o . L #5mee S0T0mMEh.. . o.r e B3 sec

Turns of steering whoel from lock 1o lock  3p Standing qurtermils . L. 2ices  SOEOmphL. L. . .o L Tibwed
BRAKES from 30 m.ph HILL CLIMBING at sustained steady speads

093¢ rerardation (equivalent te 324 i, SLERRIng discance) with 110 [b. pedal pressure.  Maw. gradient on top gear approx. 1im 10.4 (Tapley 215 Ik fton
0.78¢ retardation EM vivalent to fr. stapping di:"-m:-; with 75 tb, pedal pressure. Max. :rld'rll'll on ind :ur approx. 1in &7 :’T;Ehy 330 m“{ﬁni
0.62¢ retardation (equivalont to 48} ft. stopping diseancel with 501k, podal pressure.
0.27g ratardation [equivalent to 112 it StOpDing distance) with 25 b, pedal pressure.

I, Fresh air control. 1. Bonnet catch release. Windicreen wipers control, 11, Starter switch: 18, Clock, 1%, Radio commrods, 20, Heaver
3, Heazer fan switch, 4, Hexdlamp dip swicch. 11, Handbrake. 13, Hoadiamp high Beam in- air control. 11, Coolant thermometer. 13,
5, Transmission selector lever, . Hora rin dicator tighe, 14, Dynamo charge warni light. Fuel contents gauge. 23, Oil presture gauge.
and hora bucton. 7, Chaks control, . 8. Pan 15, Trig re-satting knob, 16, Direction Fndlcator 24, Spesdomater and diitance recorder,

light switch. 9, Ignition and lighes switeh, 10, switch and warning light, 17, Demister cantrol.
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